Pastor Joseph Martin

“Change Your Ways”
The Change that gets Noticed-Part 5

Mat 7:20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Mat 3:2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Mat 3:8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance

Act 26:20 but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the
region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate
to repentance.

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God
the Father.

STINGY TO GIVING -

1Jn 3:16-18 We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him,
how does the love of God abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but indeed and
truth.

HATING TO FORGIVING -

Mat 5:43-45 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' 44 "But
I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father
who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.

Eph 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all mal-
ice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

EXCLUDING TO INCLUDING -

Act 6:1 Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hel-
lenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.

Jas 2:1-8 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favor-
itism. 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in
a poor man in dirty clothes,

3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good
place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool," 4 have you not
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren:
did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to
those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and per-
sonally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called? 8 If,
however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
YOURSELF," you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by
the law as transgressors.

Rom 15:7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.
1 Pe 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.

INDIFFERENCE TO INVOLVEMENT -

Tit 3:14 Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not
be unfruitful.

Jas 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

1 Co 11:23-28 For | received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25 In the same way He took the cup also after sup-
per, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of
the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the
bread and drink of the cup.

Next Steps ...

| want to surrender to Jesus as my Lord and Savior.

| turn from stinginess and commit to give regularly and sacrificially. 2 *&, _,(

| am repenting of all anger and grudges and fully forgiving everyone everything now.

| am repenting of excluding and committing to intentionally practice kindness and acceptance
toward strangers starting now.

I want to change from I not caring to active involvement in serving.




